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s DOM PAUl KRUGER TELLS HIS OWN STORY

Interesting Talk With the Famous President of the TransvaalOne of the Most Remark ¬

I able Men LivingAnecdotes of His Bravery Never Before PrintedHe-
Tells How Boers Have Been Oppressed By Cecil Rhodes

Stepbanus Johannes Paulus Kruger
president the Transvaal is the most
interesting public character today to
interview Upon being introduced you
first conclude that he has been greatly
overestimated He seems nothing more
than a shrewd old hunter who by con ¬

stant contact with wild animals and
savage Kaffirs has developed a wari ¬

ness that makes him suspicious of
everything and everybody He does not

t have the penetrating eye usually as-
cribed

¬

to great men On the contrary-
a jrulf of flesh underneath his eyes as-
aif rule permits one to see but a narrow

j gleam giving one the impression of
shiftiness-

His legs are so short and slender that
you wonder liow they bear the weight-
of a heavy thick and solid body His
head is big with nose and ears to
match and hIs neck concealed by beard
hair and coat collar so that you cannot
determine whether or not he indulges-
in neckwear At home he is usually

I puffing a short briar pipe and as he
handles this you notice that the thumb

I of his left hand is missing There is a
t story in connection with this that his
l honor will tell you between puffs if he
i is in the mood It gives an idea of the
I grit

poetswhich is a characteristic of the old

t Stories of Physical Courage-
Mr Kruger when a young man was

C f out hunting hart beeste one day with a
rifle which had not been used for a long
time While tinkering with a charge
the gun exploded tearing his left
thumb in shreds Krugers companions
wanted to give up the hunt and hurry-
to the nearest surgeon but the intrepid
young Boer refused Taking out his
hunting knife he placed the lacerated
thumb on the stock of the rifle and am ¬

putated it himself By tying about the
stump a piece of rawhide he stopped
the flow of blood and winding around-
It his red handkerchief he continued-
the sport

Physical robustness and courage have
contributed greatly toward Krugers
success as the leader of a nation He
is absolutely fearless though not reck ¬

less and since boyhood haS known how
to act quickly in an emergency Un-
like

¬

other famous men little has been
told of his personal history None but
thel older generation of Boers know
much about it and they regard it as
a sort of diyine narrative that is not

I to be irreverently discussed
All through his life Kruger has had

narrow escapes from death and his
career if detailed fully would be thril-
ling When only 14 years old he and a
little sister strayed away from the laa-
ger down in Cape Colony where the
elder Kruger had settled on emigrating
from Germany and while playing

1 were suddenly attacked by a leopard
Ytfung Krugers only weapon was a
jackknife but shielding his sister with
one arm he met the vicious spring of
the leopard with the other and after-
a bloody struggle succeeded in stab-
bing

¬

it to death
One is hardly warranted either in

I
I speaking slightingly of Oom Pauls

legs for they once ran a race that made
him fAmoU all through the native

j tribes in South Africa A Kaffir chief
had become celebrated for his running

I ability and had never been beaten un ¬

til challenged by a number of young
Boers who chose Kruger to represent
them It was decided that the two
should run for twelve hours and the
man leading at the end of that time
was to have some sort of a prize At
the end of eleven hours the Kaffir

J dropped iiu his tracks unconscious
while Kruger kept on to the finish and
according to one of his companions-
was so fresh then that he took part in
a hunting trip

Jt is the appearance of rough hardi ¬

hood and unkempt personal attire that
first Impresses one on meeting Oom
Paul but when the man begins to talk
and unfold gradually his mental power
you forget all else but Kruger the
diplomat and careful statesman He
gave the writer a short interview re-
cently for publication with the under ¬

standing that the Boer side should be
represented from his own viewpoint-
first inquiring if I were a spy from
Cecil Rhodes On being assured to the

1 contrary by a number of Read mem ¬

bers who were present he followed it
up by another customary question
turning on me suddenly and asking

What is your religion
i These two inquiries give an insight
i into Krugers life His first duty he

believes is to God and his second to
Rhodes whom he detests like a poison-
ous

¬

reptile But for Rhodes Mr Kru¬

ger says all would be peace and quiet-
ness

¬

in the Transvaal So long as this
man is in South Africa there is no rest
for the Boers and their secret service
agents may be found on every street-
in Johannesburg on the lookout for
Uitlander conspiracies-

From all outward appearances Oom
Paul is intensely pious and though the
English insist that it is all hypocrisy
there is no proof that Kruger does not
live in strict accordance to his preach-
ing He was confirmed in 1842 by the
Rev Daniel Lindlay an American mis ¬

sionary and from that day to this has
led a severely Christian life after the
precepts laid down by John Calvin He

can quote nearly the whole Bible and
this has served him well in asecular-
way for he has learned from it to
speak parables terse epigrams that are
readily interpreted by his followers-
and have more force than the most
brilliant rhetorical flights

Kruger in addition to his other ac ¬

complishments is by far the best
preacher in the Transvaal and the
Dutch Reformed church boasts of some
capable men there He occupies the
pulpit in a modern brick edifice across
the street from his home about once a
month and always talks to standing-
room only He uses no notes but
speaks offhand from a text and does
not hesitate to sprinkle a little humor
in the discourse In his speeches be ¬

fore the raad hequotes Scripture gen-
erously

¬

and even more so in conversa ¬

tionAs
for his private life that seems to

be exemplary After rising he prays for-a long time in his room and talks over
with the Lord the questions of theday When he develops a convi lion
in this way he proceeds to acton itKrugers piety once nearly cost him
his life A good many years ago he
suddenly disappeared and when he
failed to show up a searching party
was made up to hunt for him At the
end of three days they found the fu¬
ture president who was then a field
cornet lying face down on the open
veldt He had been praying threedays and nights steadily without food-
or water and was nearly dead When
carried back and revived he explained
that he had done it as a chastisement
for his sins

The Other Side
Two stories the Uitlanders relate to

offset Krugers pious disposition One
was printed in a Natal paper during
my sojourn there and I did not see itrefuted though I can not vouch for
its accuracy The writeraccused Oom
Paul punishing one ofhis Kafnrboys
once by tying him under his wagon
spreading out legs and arms and mak ¬
ing them fast to the axles The boy
was hauled for two days In this posi-
tion

¬

declared the writer On another
occasion Kruger when he was trekking
lost an ox and could not find another
to take its place so he hitched up a
Kaffir in the team and completed thejourney This chap isstill livingnear
Dreikopjes in the Orange Free State-at a ripe old age so the experience
does not seem to have injured him In
fact he seems rather proud of the dlstinctiqn

When it comes to treatment of the
blacks however Englishmen must re-
main

¬

immured in glass houses A na ¬

tive will take his chances of good treat-
ment

¬

with the Boer every time though-
his life is a mighty unpleasant one at
the best

Can Not Serve Two Masters
The first question I put to Oom Pau

was why he did not give Uitlander
the right to vote which the English
put forth as their chief cause for com ¬

plaint-
Mr Kruger smoked hard for a mo ¬

ment then laid down his pipe and
placing his hands on his knees said
A man can not serve two masters

Either he will hate the one and cling-
to the other or dispise the one and
love the other Now the Englishman
wants to do this He demands the
franchise from me desires to become a
burgher and yet when it comes to
trouble he would forsake us in a mo ¬

ment and claim the protection of the
queen How can I give such men the
chance to vote They do not takeany
interest In our country They have not
come here to settle They wish us no
good rwant tobe fair with everyone
who comes here to live and when he
has proved that he is a good citizen
and has come to help us I want him
to vote But we have a law for bigamy-
in the Transvaal and it is necessary
for a man to put off his old love before
taking on a new

When one has lived Johannesburg
he recognizes the truth of Mr Krugers
reply The Rand is a stamping ground-
for a great mass of people from all over
the earth Very few remain there one
or two years and only that long for
the most part because they cannot
raise the money to get away They
are only concerned in making a fortune
rapidly and returning to a pleasant
country as quickly as possible You
do not see persons moving out on the
veldt and cultivating the soil no one
cares a rap about developing the coun ¬

try Only theBoers are fit for that
But this surging mob is discontented
Nearly every one gambles in stocks
horse racing and poker and when he
loses it is attributed to the Ijoer gov-
ernment

¬

Ninetynine men out of 10ft
have come there to take a flyer and-
it is immaterial to them who is run ¬

ning the government-
Not so with Mr Rhodes and the Eng ¬

lish colonial office however There is
the stain of Majuba Hill and the Jame ¬

son raid to be wiped out and 100000000
to be made from the gold mines and
England will never be happy there ¬

fore until she gets possession of the
country lock stock and barrel The
only thing that stands in her way is
that old sleepy looking fellow who is
now turning very gray from constant I

worry and bowed with care that gives
his face a look of world weariness

Mr Kruger related to me graphically-
and briefly the history of the Boers
from the time they settled in Cape
Colony from whence they were driven
put by the English until they settled-
in the Transvaal On this great trek
they killed 6000 lions out of which
number Kruger himself killed 250 They
fought their way step by step until
they finally reached the long ridge
known as the Witwatersrand wherethey settled all unconscious of the hid¬
den wealth It seemed so poor said
Mr Kruger that even the English
did not begrudge It So we establisheda government developed a constitution-
and laid the foundation for a nation

I We built towns cultivated the soil and
were making great progress and living
peacefully when gold was discov ¬
ered Then new and perplexing
questions arose and England imme ¬

diately became avaricious but we were
not willing to give up the country
which we had developed by the sweat-
of our brow and so there was Majuba
Hill You know about < that Here
Mr Kruger blinked slyly and a laugh
went around among the Boers So
now continued Oom Paul taking up
his pipe and dropping ihto parables-

the gold fields are like a beautiful
rich young woman Everybody wants
her and when they cannot get herthey do not want anyone else to possess
herCan the English starve you out I
then asked Oom Paul

If the Lord wills it yes he replied
If not the English can build a wall

around us as high as Jericho and we
will live and prosper By cutting off
all supplies the English military ex ¬
pects and hopes to speedily bring the
Boers terms Inevent of war Against-
this Kruger has provided by building
storehouses and granaries where meat
and grain are kept in great quanti ¬

tiesThe great drawback to the Trans ¬

vaal is that she lacks a sea port The
most convenient one is Delagoa Bay
owned by the Portuguese As Portu ¬

gal is mortgagedto England the lattercountry controls it I asked Mr Kru ¬
ger if he intended taking this port but
he only replied Cursed be he who
removes his neighbors landmarks

Towering over Johannesburg is a big
fort and working in subterranean pas-
sages

¬

I the Boers it is said have under ¬

mined the vhole town even to Commis ¬

sioner street where the pride of Johan ¬

nesburgs buildings are located The
Boers can muster 30000 men all wall
armed and good marksmen They have
warehouses full of ammunition and
could undoubtedly with their present
defenses and power to wreck Johannes-
burg

¬

and the mines afford sufficient
menace to Great Britain to make her
hesitate-

Mr Kruger is now 76 years old and
has been elected to the presidency four
times His salary is 35000 a year
with 1500 for coffee This he drinks
black and so hot that the burghers-
say it will scald the hair off a dog
His life has certainly been a remark-
able

¬

one and at different stages he
has been a farmer herdsman hunter
soldier clergyman ambassador tri ¬

umvir financier head of the army and
is now serving his fourth term as pres-
ident III recent years he has bought
and sold land a good deal and is re ¬

puted to be very wealthy His habits
and method of living are so simple
however that he could have saved
nearly all his salary in these years
which would give him a tidy fortune-

As he closed our interview Mr Kru¬

ger went across the hall into a low
ceilinged whitewashed room and leaned
for a moment over a placidfaced
motherly little woman who was seated-
on a rocking chair darning stockings
This was Mrs Kruger who though one
never hears of her interested me might ¬

ily because she seemed so utterly ob ¬

livious of the turmoils that are beset ¬

ting her husbands nation She got Mr
Krugers hat escorted him to the door
and then went back to her knitting It
was difficult to think of her as the first
lady of the lard Yet she has been Mr
Krugers constant helpmeet through all
the years of his public life and their af ¬

fection for each other seems to have
grown with each succeeding year She
is Mr Krugers second wife and was
a Miss du Plessis a name of promi ¬

nence in South Africa Krugers first
wife was an aunt of Miss du Plessis
and bore him one son who died Six-
teen

¬

children were the fruit of this
second marriage and of those seven
are living The girls are comfortably
married to burghers in and about Pre-
toria

¬

and the boys take an active in-

terest
¬

in the army One soninlaw
Captain Eloff has made himself famous-
by building the most expensive man ¬

sion in South Africa H6 has accrued
a fortune in real estate operations and
is supposed to be worth 2000000 One
of Krugers sons acts as his secretary-
and another is captain of an infantry
company Mr and Mrs Kruger live in
a little twostory cottage painted
white and covered in front with morn-

ing
¬

glory vines Their mutual ambi ¬

tion is to see their nation independent-
of Great Britain and then spend their
last days peacefully and quietly in this
little home

HAD A FINE FOURTH OF JULY

Betty and Charley Did Although
f

There Was No Bounty On Hawks
New York Sun

On July 4 Charles Mink and his
wife who live on a backwoods farm
fivetmiles from Lumberton in the Pine
Creek region of New York went to
spend the day with relatives at Ham
merslys Forks leaving their two old ¬

est children Charley aged 12 and
Betty aged 14 at home to take care
of the house Toward noon Betty was
peeling potatoes for their dinner when
Charley who had been hoeing in the
garden came running into the house

Betty he cried Theres a big
hawk in the barnyard after the chick¬

ensTheir father kept his shotgun in a
closet off the kitchen and Betty got it
and the two children hurried to the
barnyard to kill the hawk and save the
chickens if they could When Betty
and Charley got there the big bird had-

a chicken in its talons and had risen
with it in the air more than fifty feet
Betty raised the gun heavy as it was
and fired The charge took effect in
one of the birds wings disabling that
important member and bringing the
boldmarauder tumbling to the ground

Betty dropped her gun and she and
her brother ran to where the hawk
was fluttering and sprawling about un ¬

able to rise The first thought of the
two children was the rescuing of the
chicken which was still alive in the
tight grasp of its captor and squawk-
ing

¬
lustily The attempt of Betty and

CharJeyto get the chicken was met
with a furious attack on them by the
wounded hawk The boy was knocked-
flat by one blow of the birds sound
lying

Then the two children got stout clubs
and pitched into the wounded chicken
stealer which had released the chicken-
by this time the chicken scampering-
back to the barnyard without a sec-
onds

¬

delay lacking a great many
of its feathers The savage bird fought
desperately using its strong sound
wing and leaping against its assail ¬

ants in efforts to fasten its great talons
upon them but several well delivered
blows on the head with their clubs fin ¬

ally killed it and the two children ex
cited and almost breathless from their

I efforts carried the Dig trophy of their
prowess to the house

After tier had eaten their dinner
they tiedthe great birds feet securely
together flung them over a stout pole
and with one end of the pole on Bettys
shoulder and the other on Charleys the
two children walked all the way to
Lumberton through the dust and hot
sun to collect the 50 cents bounty they
thought they were entitled to for mak ¬

ing away with the feathered chicken
thief Squire Smiley was in and when
Betty told him what their errand was
and he saw the Immense bird they car ¬

ried and heard how they hadkiiled it
he was speechless When he recovered
from his surprise he told the children
to sit down Then he said to Betty-

I am sorry Sissy but the law hasnt
placed any bounty om this bird not
even 50 centsv

Why said Betty the tears gather ¬

ing in her eyes pop got 50 cents for
the hawk he killed anditnasnthalf
as big as this one

But said the squire this isnt a
hawk This is an eagle

The knowledge that they bad fought
with and overcome an eagle was not
reward sufficient to overcome the dis-
appointment

¬

they felt in not being en ¬

titled to the expected bounty and both
Betty and Charley burst into tears as
they took up the burden pfc the great
bird and started to leave the squires-
to trudge back the weary five miles
homeward

Wait a moment children said the
squire Theres no bounty on such a
bird as this nor on hawks either now
But you just take this and leave the
big bird with me t I

The squire placed a 5 gold piece in
Bettys hands and the children were
so overjoyed that they started honte
ward on a run

The eagle they had conquered and
borne all the way Lumberton meas-
ured

¬

over seven feetfrom tip to tipvof
its wings and Betty and Charleyhad a
great Fourth of July twA Tragedy of Mont Blanc

The story of the destruction of the
baths of St Gervais at the foot of Mont
Blanc in 1S92 is told in The Annals of
Mont Blanc This was one of the
calamities that could scsrcely had
been predicted or averted

Owing to the stoppage of the sub
glacial drainage in some way never
ascertained a lateJ fs formed under

1
I

J
I

the rete Rousse glacier in which an
I

I enormous body of water was pent up I

at a spot 10000 feet above the sea level j

Between 1 and 9 oclock on the night of
July 12 1892 the Ice that had held the I

lake gave way
The water swept in a torrent of tre ¬

mendous force over the Desert de Pierre
Ronde gathering up thousands of tons
of rock and stones in Its course It
passed with a terrific roar under the
hamlet of Bionnassuy which it did not
injure destroyed lalf the village of
Bionnay on the highroad between Con
tamines and St Gervais and tearing-
up trees as it went along joined the
main river of the BonNant

Following the river bed and destroy-
ing

¬

on its way the old Pont du Diable
it hurled its seething flood of water
timber stones and mud upon the soiid
buildings of the St Gervais baths and
crushed them into fragments Then
crossing the Chamonix road it spread
itself out in the form of a hideous fan
over the valley of the Lowe de-

stroying part of the village of Le Fay et
in its way

Such was the catastrophe of St Gel ¬

vais which claimed 150 victims Utte
ruin was everywhere The once lovely
gardens of the baths were five or six
feet deep in mud fine trees had been
snapped like reeds and enormous
blocks of stone were strewn over the
dreary waste

e
Remarkable Rescue

Mrs Michael Curtain Plainfield Ills
makes the statement that she caught
cold which settled on her lungs she
was treated for a month by her family
physician but grew worse He told her
she was a hopeless victim Of consump ¬

tion and that no medicine could cure
her Her druggist suggested Dr Kings
New Discovery for Consumption she
bought a bottle and to her delight round
herself benefited from first dose She
continued itsuse and after taking six
bottles found herself sound and well
now does her own housework and is as J

well as she ever was Free trial bot-
tles

¬

of this Great Discovery at Z C M
I Drug Store Only 50 cents and 100
every bottle guaranteed

11I2F i

Mr Ruskins Ruse
The Londdn Outlook prints a tory of

Ruskin which shows that courtly and
chivalric gentleman and great writer-
in a playful mood

Mr Ruskin was taking a morning
walk down the road lust in front of

<

yr e< t a
t

t t j
Brantwood when hessaw a lady seated-
on a campstool making a sketch of
the house and with a courteous grace
which is intensely his own he address-
ed

¬

her Inquiring her reason for choos-
ing

¬

the house In question for her sub ¬

jectIt is the
°

house of the famous John
Ruskin she frankly answered I

Have vou met Ruskin 7 she was
asked

No indeed she replied If I had I
would have deemed itTme of the great
esfrj rivijeges of fp1Y life 4

+t

4

Then madam if you care tp follow
me I will show him to you

In a twinkling the stool and easel
were packed up and the artist eagerly
followed the guide To her surprise and
gratification he led her up to the house
and entering bade his guest follow
which she readily did On marched the
stranger into the drawing room then
placing his back ftfie fireplace a fa-
miliar

¬

attitude he exclaimed to the
amazement of hii companion

Now what do you think of Rus ¬

kin 7-

f
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METALIC TABLET MAKER
GraWates of

Osteopathy
the American School of

Order
All Kinds of Brass Castings Made to First South

Offices Rooms 83 and 84 Commercial 5S South West Temple Streetbuilding 0° Four Doors North of Herald-

PAINTERS
INKS AND STATIONERY

o UNDERTAKER °
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t NKSs A S WATSON Duvall 6j mcfll skeYt By Gallon Quart or
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aCAs
Cliffs Dancing Academy

reopens Monday Sept 11 Socials Tues¬

day and Saturday School Monday
Wednesday Thursday and Friday Ad-

mission
¬

25 cents

G

l

Helpful Knowledge
Washington Star

Go to school sonny said Uncle Eben
an git educated bout geography It 11

help you to unstan dat dis worl would
keep gwine round even If you didnt
happen to be on ban to push an holler i

The Multiple Vision
Detroit Journal

The OtherAnd a great big manlike
you Is afraid a little woman will thrash
you when he gets home

The Inebriate Forsch of tic num
bersh ol man Forsch of numbersh

t

How Is Your Wife
Has she lost her beauty If so con ¬

stipation indigestion sick headache-
are the principal causes Karls Clover
Root Tea has cured these ills for half
a century Price 25 cents and 50 cents j

Money refunded If results are not satis-
factory

¬ i
a


